
 
 
 
 

 
 

Recruitment and Employment Agencies – Health & Life Sciences  
 

Students usually use recruitment agencies for one of two main purposes: 
 

 To find temporary work to fit around their studies. Often the kind of work is not a major consideration. 

 At the end of their degree, as one of the ways to search for a permanent job which is often related to the 
subject they have studied. 

 
In both cases, recruitment agencies work the same way. Employers often find it cheaper and less time-
consuming to pay an agency to find staff for them, than it would be to do it themselves. However, your approach 
to agencies will need to vary according to what you want them to do for you. 

 
Using a recruitment agency to find a permanent vacancy 
 

Advantages 

 You may be able to reach a lot of employers quickly. 

 You may be put in touch with companies that would be hard to reach independently. 

 
Disadvantages 

 Employers often approach agencies for vacancies which they are finding difficult to fill because they 
require experience or skills which are hard to find. Some agencies will be mainly focused on finding 
people to fill these vacancies, and not on recent graduates who have not yet had the opportunity to 
develop a deep level of experience and expertise. 

 You cannot target your CV as specifically as you can if you are applying for a specific vacancy with a 
particular company.  

 
Making the most of the agencies 

 Research to find out which agencies (if any) deal with the kind of work in which you are interested. It may 
be helpful to talk to your faculty careers consultant as part of this process. Specialist agencies may have 
vacancies all over the country so it may not matter where they are based, but it is important to check this. 

 Ensure that the CV you submit outlines your skills in a clear and focused way.  

 Establish a relationship with them, by phone and in person wherever possible. Contact them regularly 
during the time that you are looking for work to let them know that you are still keen and to discuss what 
might be available. If you are visiting them personally, dress smartly and behave professionally even it is 
only a brief meeting - don't miss a chance to impress! A recruitment agency thrives on maintaining good 
relationships with the employers who use them, and they will need to be convinced that they can rely on 
you to maintain a positive relationship. 

 

Using a Recruitment Agency to find work to fund you whilst you are studying
 

Advantages 

 You may not need to make a permanent commitment. 

 You have access to a wide range of companies. 

 Previous work experience is not always required. 

 
Disadvantages 

 Temporary workers are usually the first to go in times of recession, and therefore employment agencies 
may have significantly fewer vacancies, and more people looking to fill them, when the economy is 
struggling. Some agencies may not sign on students at all at such times. 

 No job security. 

 The work may be unskilled and not always inspiring. 

 
 
 



Making the most of the agencies 
 If you find yourself doing a few days here and there doing different things, people who show themselves 

to be flexible and reliable are more likely to be offered reliable and prestigious work when it becomes 
available. Remember that agencies depend on a good relationship with the employers who use them, so 
they need to be confident that the individual temporary staff they use will help to maintain it. 

 You may wish to register with agencies with plenty of local vacancies. Some of these are listed below – 
and there will be other agencies in towns and cities in the region including Nuneaton, Warwick, 
Leamington Spa and of course Birmingham. (There may be a few other agencies in Coventry besides 
those on this list. The inclusion of an agency is not intended to imply that they will have vacancies for 
students at the present time.)  

 

Health & Life Sciences Recruitment Agencies 
 

Agency Central: Recruitment Agency Directory 
Find recruitment agencies in a whole range of different sectors 
www.agencycentral.co.uk  
 

Flame Health 
www.flamehealth.com (Health professionals) 
Tel:  0800 0850 858 
Pharmiweb 
www.pharmiweb.com 
(Pharmaceutical, medical and life sciences vacancies) 
Tel:  01344 667433 
Lab Support 
www.labsupport.co.uk 
Tel:  0845 241 1111 
(scientific and pre-clinical professional) 
Camco Scientific 
www.camcoscientific.co.uk 
(New graduates as well as experienced) 
Tel:  0845 260 4300 
CK Associates 
www.ck-associates.co.uk (Scientific industries) 
Tel:  0114 283 9956 
Cranleigh Scientific 
www.cranleighscientific.co.uk 
Tel:  01483 548804 
(Scientific and Renewable Energy Recruitment) 
Advantage Healthcare 
www.advantagehealthcare.com (Healthcare professionals) 
Tel:  0800 032 3355 
Psychnet UK 
www.psychnet-uk.com 
(Lists recruitment agencies  relevant to the health sector) 
Mental Health Jobs 
www.mentalhealthjobs.co.uk 
(Jobs in nursing and other allied health roles) 
Public Jobs Direct 
www.publicjobsdirect.com 
customerservices@publicsectorjobs.com  
Jobs in Science 
www.jobsinscience.com 
(A range of lab based roles and other) 

 Indeed 
www.indeed.co.uk/Forensic-Investigator-jobs 
(Various job roles including forensic investigation roles) 
Psychologist Appointments 
www.psychapp.co.uk 
Tel: 0116 254 9568 
(Jobsite operated by the British Psychological Society) 
Just Physio 
www.justphysio.co.uk 
0845 130 6130 
(Physiotherapy jobs) 
Third Sector Jobs 
www.thirdsector.co.uk 
(Job roles across the charity sector) 
Local government 
www.lgcareers.com 
(Local government jobs) 
Charity Job 
www.charityjob.co.uk 
(Job roles across the charity sector) 
Community Care 
www.communitycare.co.uk 
(Jobs in social care and work, community work, youth 
offending, etc.) 
British Social Work Jobs 
www.britishsocialworkjobs.com 
(Social work and related occupations) 
Medicare First 
www.medicarefirst.co.uk 
Tel: 0207 407 1111 
Jobs in Social Work 
www.jobsinsocialwork.co.uk 
0845 468 0568 
Great Social Care 
www.greatsocialcare.co.uk 
(Social and community care roles) 
 

 
 

Follow us:   @covunicareers   covunicareers  covunicareers.wordpress.com  

http://www.linkedin.com/pub/coventry-university-careers-student-zone/62/463/367 
 

Book an appointment to see a careers consultant and download more information sheets @ 
https://students.coventry.ac.uk/Careers/Pages/Home.aspx            
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