
Work Experience and Where to find it 
 
In today’s competitive graduate job market, it is becoming increasingly important to gain employability skills. 
Work experience can enable you to develop these skills and improve your chances of securing suitable 
employment when graduating from Coventry University. 
 
 

What is work experience?  
 
Broadly speaking, work experience is any type of work you undertake with an employer and can range from 
volunteering work to formal internship programmes. 
 
 

What are the benefits of work experience?  
 

 Increases your employability  

 Enhances your CV  

 Develops your skills and eases your transition into the business world   

 Demonstrates to employers that you are interested in a certain type of work  

 Increases your networking opportunities 
 
 

What are the types of work experience?  
 

Voluntary Work  
In the current economic climate, there are a number of interesting opportunities in the Third Sector and 
due to the level of competition in some sectors it may be the only way to get into certain types of work. 
Here in the UK you can volunteer for a number of charities to gain valuable work experience. You can 
also take part in voluntary work abroad and this will provide you with the opportunity to travel and 
experience different cultures, as well as allow you to develop your transferable skills.  

 
Work Experience / Placements  
These opportunities are more likely to be within small to medium enterprises (SMEs) and can often be 
linked to government schemes. These opportunities can be advertised throughout the year and can offer 
work for short periods of time, although in some cases it can also lead to a permanent role. 

 
Industrial Placements  
This is usually a fixed term period of assessed work that forms part of your degree. It often lasts for a full 
year and the successful completion of the year can sometimes result in an offer of a graduate opportunity 
within that organisation.  

 
Internships  
This is a scheme that the major graduate recruiters offer students during the summer break and can last 
from six to ten weeks and are usually well structured and offer challenging work. Summer internships are 
mainly for penultimate year students and the deadlines can be as early as the middle to end of the 
autumn term.  

 
 

Where to look for work experience  
 
Work experience opportunities are advertised on the Coventry University CU-Portal: 
www.prospects.ac.uk/pnet/coventry  

 
 

http://www.prospects.ac.uk/pnet/coventry


 
 
 

Other useful websites include 
 

Work Experience  Gap Years 

www.graduateadvantage.co.uk www.yearoutgroup.org 

www.work-experience.org www.gapyear.com 

www.work-placement.co.uk 
 

 
Employment Rights 

www.internjobs.com www.direct.gov.uk 

www.summerjobs.co.uk 
www.ukplacement.com 

www.citizensadvice.org.uk 

  

Volunteering   

www.do-it.org  

www.volunteering.org.uk   

www.vinspired.com  

  

 
Useful Portal pages 
 
For both Careers and Employability and information within your own faculty, don’t forget to check out the 
relevant portal pages on the Student Portal for helpful tips, vacancies and announcements.  
 
Careers and Employability  
https://students.coventry.ac.uk/Careers/Pages/Home.aspx 
 
Art and Design 
https://students.coventry.ac.uk/CreativeFutures/Pages/Contacts.aspx 
 
Business, Environment and Society 
https://students.coventry.ac.uk/EPU/Pages/Home.aspx 
 
Engineering and Computing  
https://students.coventry.ac.uk/EC/Pages/Home.aspx 
 
Health and Life Sciences  
https://students.coventry.ac.uk/HLS/Pages/Home.aspx  
 

 
 

Follow us:   @covunicareers   covunicareers  covunicareers.wordpress.com  
 

http://www.linkedin.com/pub/coventry-university-careers-student-zone/62/463/367 
 

Book an appointment to see a careers consultant and download more information sheets @ 
https://students.coventry.ac.uk/Careers/Pages/Home.aspx 
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