
Further and Postgraduate Study 
 
 

The first step is to consider why you want to do further study and what you hope to get out of it. Is it because 
you really enjoy your subject? Will it enhance your employability? If your main motivation is to improve your 
career prospects, be clear to yourself about the added value, skills, credibility and contact with employers you 
need and check out whether your prospective courses will deliver this.  
 
 

Why do it? 
 

 To gain further qualifications and increase your subject area knowledge to give you the edge over other 
graduates.  

 The enjoyment of learning and the desire to pursue your area of interest. 

 The job you are interested in may specifically require a postgraduate qualification.  

 To change career path or convert to another subject area. 

 To specialise in a particular area. 

 To enter higher education in teaching or research.  

 To develop more transferable skills to help you in a highly competitive job market. 
 

However, it is probably not a good idea to choose further study in order to put off decisions about your future. 
Past experience suggests that undertaking an additional year of study is unlikely to lead to career inspiration! 
 
 

Choosing a course and considering your options 
 

 Seek advice from academic tutors, careers advisers, employers and other postgraduate students. 

 Contact the admissions tutor for course queries – they may be able to help with further information on 
course entry requirements and will know about course fees. 

 Check with the course administrators to see if they have any postgraduate destination statistics from the 
course that interests you. This can sometimes be a good indication of the relevance of the qualification for 
your chosen career path. 

 Search databases of postgraduate courses such as the Prospects Postgraduate Directory and the Further 
Study section of www.prospects.ac.uk.  

 
 

Types of further and post graduate study  
 

 Postgraduate Certificates and Diplomas - These last for one academic year if studied full time and 
two years for part time study. They are designed to provide professional vocational training after 
successfully completing an undergraduate degree. Often such courses may be referred to as 
Continuing Professional Development (CPD) courses. An example might be a Certificate/Diploma in 
Public Management. In these instances, a certificate is the lower level course, followed by Diploma 
and then the Masters degree. Universities often give the students the option of 'upgrading' the 
qualification as they progress on the course. Another type of Postgraduate Certificate and Diploma 
are the Post Graduate Certificate in Education and the Graduate Diploma in Law. These postgraduate 
courses will qualify you to enter the profession if your undergraduate degree did not. 
 

 Masters Degree - Usually one year full time or two years part time. The usual entry requirements are 
a minimum 2:1 in a relevant undergraduate degree but some may be entered with a 2:2.  The most 
common titles of masters degrees are MA, MSc, MBA and an MPhil. There are two main types of 
master degrees:  
Taught - involving lectures, seminars, coursework and exams.    
Research - involving original research under supervision leading to the production of a thesis. 
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 Doctoral Degree - In depth research over a three year period culminating in a written thesis and oral 
examination called a Viva. This is also known as a PhD. Sometimes Arts and Humanities Doctorates 
require a Masters degree as an entry requirement. However in other subjects a minimum of an 
undergraduate degree with a 2:1 will be considered. Some doctorates in Engineering and Business 
may have a substantial taught element. 
 

 Professional and vocational qualifications – These are qualifications which are usually affiliated 
with a professional body, e.g. Chartered Institute of Marketing, Royal Society of Chartered Surveyors.  
They are usually studied once in a relevant professional role and can sometimes be funded by the 
employer. Most sectors have some sort of industry-specific award and a few can be taken outside of 
relevant employment. 
 

 Another popular option is to do a qualification in Teaching English as a Foreign Language (TEFL). 
A year's work experience teaching English abroad could broaden your horizons and increase your 
employability. For more details see www.onlinetefl.com.  

 
 

How and when to apply 
 

 First decide whether you wish to continue studying straight after graduation or to have a break from 
academia. You should have done your research by the end of your penultimate year in order to apply 
before the end of the autumn term in the final year if necessary. Some courses are very popular and 
there are also deadlines for Research Councils (for research based courses, eg. MRes) regarding 
funding applications which you need to take into account. Check University websites for course 
deadlines.   

 For the majority of postgraduate courses you need to apply direct through the university you wish to 
study at.  

 If you apply to more than one course, make sure the other institutions know this as some research 
Councils only allow one application for funding.  

 For the Postgraduate Certificate in Education, you will need to apply via the Graduate Teacher 
Training Registry www.gttr.ac.uk.  

 
 

Cost and funding 
 
Funding postgraduate study is still a problem for thousands of students and it is much easier to gain an offer 
of a place than it is to secure funding for a course. Quite simply, there is no comprehensive funding available 
at postgraduate level and the Student Loan Company doesn’t cater for postgraduates. The problem 
particularly affects the arts and social sciences.  
 
 

How much is it likely to cost?  
 

 Fees for UK and EU students are usually £3000 - £6000 a year for a full time course.  

 For International students these fees can be considerably more.  

 Check the relevant University website for further details. 

 Remember to factor in living costs such as, bills, food, travel, accommodation, internet, gas, electric, etc.  

 Some courses are significantly more expensive e.g. MBA (Masters in Business Administration) which may 
cost up to £18,000  
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Funding options  
 

 Awards through research councils and similar institutions  

 Money from institutions  

 Bursaries  

 Loans  

 Sponsorship  

 Educational charities and trusts  

 Career Development Loan – offered by a few select banks: www.gov.uk/career-development-
loans/overview 

 Other sources - see www.prospects.ac.uk/funding_my_further_study.htm for more information on sources 
of funding and to access their PG Funding Database. 

 

Is funding available for International Students?  
 
Students from outside the European Economic Area (EEA) have to face the same funding issues as those 
from within – and their fees often cost twice as much. If you are already in the UK, eligibility is usually 
contingent upon meeting residential status requirements – a particularly complex area. Further information for 
International Students can be found at Prospects – Study in the UK:   
www.prospects.ac.uk/study_in_the_uk.htm.  
 
 

Funding for students with disabilities 
 
If you are from England, Wales or Northern Ireland and you are on a full-time or part-time postgraduate 
course, you may be eligible for a DSA (Disabled Student Allowance) provided by your Local Education 
Authority (LEA).  
 
For more information see www.prospects.ac.uk/disability_related_funding.htm.  
 

 

Useful websites 
 
Below are some websites which may be of help when thinking about undertaking postgraduate or other 
further study.  
 

Prospects      www.prospects.ac.uk 
Coventry University     www.coventry.ac.uk 
Central government information and services  www.gov.uk/funding-for-postgraduate-study 
Teaching English Abroad    www.onlinetefl.com  
UK Pass – information on UK study   www.ukpass.ac.uk 
Postgraduate Applications for Northern Ireland www.pac.ie     
The Open University     www.open.ac.uk  
Postgraduate information website   www.postgrad.com 
 

  
Disclaimer. The information provided in this document is intended as a guide only. You would need to verify any 
official detail with appropriate authorities before acting on it. We do not accept liability for any inaccuracies within 
this document. 
 
 

Follow us:   @covunicareers   covunicareers  covunicareers.wordpress.com 

http://www.linkedin.com/pub/coventry-university-careers-student-zone/62/463/367 
Book an appointment to see a careers consultant and download more information sheets @ 

https://students.coventry.ac.uk/Careers/Pages/Home.aspx 
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