
                    

                                     
  

Finding Company Information 
 
This guide is designed to tell you about some of the resources available for finding company information. 
However, it is not exhaustive and you may find other useful sources within the library. It will cover finding 
the following types of company information: 
 

 Financial  
 Marketing  
 News  
 Background  
 Companies within a sector. 

 

 For further help please contact subject librarians: 
 

 Olivia Llewellyn, 024 7688 5581, ext 5581 o.llewellyn@coventry.ac.uk  
 Sue Marshall, 024 7688 7541, ext 7541 s.marshall@coventry.ac.uk  

 
 

Financial Information 
 

FAME  Contains very detailed financial information about large public and private companies based in the 
UK and Ireland. It contains financial information such as the profit and loss account, the balance 
sheet, financial and profitability ratios and financial and profitability trends. For most companies the 
data covers the past 10 years which can be compared with other companies, either within the 
same sector or by individual selection and the results can be displayed graphically.  

 

To login use your Coventry University username (e.g. bloggs1) and password. 
 

Shareprice information 
 Financial Times. Available electronically and in print via Locate. 
 http://uk.finance.yahoo.com Contains free stock exchange data  
 http://bigcharts.marketwatch.com Contains freely available stock exchange data. You can alter the 

time runs of available data. 
 www.londonstockexchange.com  

 

Company reports 
Use Northcote  http://www.northcote.co.uk or http://www.levelbusiness.com for finding annual 
reports for companies in the UK. Both services are free and on Northcote there are annual reports 
available for a number of years, including some interim reports.  

 

Company reports can usually be found on the company’s own website in the ‘about us’ section 
under ‘investor relations’. Company reports will contain financial information relating to that 
company such as the profit and loss account and balance sheets for that financial year as well as 
containing reviews of the company’s performance and operations over the previous year. 
Company reports are also useful for information about future directions of the company. 

 
 

Marketing Information 
 

Mintel A database of marketing research reports produced by Mintel. These are useful for finding out 
about the main producers/retailers of products services and who their competitors are. They 
contain overviews of market sectors, consumer information and brand/product information. The 
reports are mostly UK, but there are some European reports. 

mailto:o.llewellyn@coventry.ac.uk
mailto:s.marshall@coventry.ac.uk
http://uk.finance.yahoo.com/
http://bigcharts.marketwatch.com/
http://www.londonstockexchange.com/
http://www.northcote.co.uk/
http://www.levelbusiness.com/


                    

                                     
  

GMID Contains similar information to Mintel, but it has global coverage. It also contains some statistical 
information.  Information includes consumer lifestyles, country information and company and brand 
data is also available (search ‘Passport GMID’ in the Library Locate database search). 

 
 

News 
 

Lexis Library   
Contains a collection of UK and Irish newspapers, both national and local which can be used to 
search for news about companies. Local newspapers are good for finding how companies impact 
on local population and environment. 

 

Financial Times  
This is not contained within the database Lexis Library, but can be found using the  
Books, Journals and Media tab on Locate.  

 

Business Source Complete and Emerald  
These are the main business databases and can be searched to find journal articles about 
companies when the company has been the subject of research. They are also useful for finding 
case studies. 

 
 

Background Information 
 

Business Source Complete 
Contains a list of company profiles and industry profiles produced by Datamonitor including 
companies outside the UK. The profiles give some very useful information about the nature of the 
company, their customers, products, competitors, SWOT analysis etc. Use the Enhanced 
Business Searching Interface on Business Source Complete for easy access. 

 

Company reports 
Not only contain financial information, but also details about the company’s activities, review of 
performance, strategies and are good for looking at the future direction of the company. 

 

Lexis Library and Financial Times 
Newspaper reports can be used to find events and other newsworthy items about companies, e.g. 
investments, mergers and takeovers, legal actions etc. Newspaper reports are good for finding out 
about current activities of companies. 

 

Espacenet 
Search this patents database to find which patents a company has. This will indicate what line of 
business they are engaged in and identify new areas they may move into. 

 
 

Finding companies within a sector 
 

 www.yell.com  The Yellow pages online. This can be used to find company addresses and contact 
details, especially for small or local companies. You can obtain details of companies in a sector in 
a particular area, e.g. automotive component manufacturers in Coventry.  

 

 www.kompass.com This is the global database of industrial and business services in over 70 
countries. Coventry University does not have a subscription to the Kompass website so the 
number of companies available to non-subscribers is limited. However, the print version for 
2005/2006 is available in the library. You can search for companies by industry or by location. 

 

http://www.yell.com/
http://www.kompass.com/


                    

                                     
  

 www.kellys.co.uk This can be searched by product, service or company name. It is good for 
finding lists of companies in a sector/area, but information given about the companies is limited, 
e.g. contact details and address. 

 

 FAME This is a good database for finding lists of companies in a given location within a sector. 
However, it only covers larger companies based in the UK, but it does give very detailed 
information about them. As well as the financial data mentioned above, there are also details of 
the directors, both past and present, contacts within the company and a listing of subsidiary 
companies. 

 

 Mintel  can be used to identify who are the main companies producing or selling a product. 
 
 

Print Directories 
 Kellys Industrial Directory 

CIC 380.102542 KEL - The latest version we hold of this is 2002. Companies are listed 
alphabetically in volume 1 and by industry in volume 2. Contains contact details only. 

 

 Key British Enterprises  
CIC 380.102542 KEY - Contains information on the top 50,000 UK businesses. It gives contact 
details, financial details, line of business, markets, employees, branches, US and UK SIC codes. 
The directory can also be searched by geographical area and industry sector. 

 

 Kompass 
CIC 380.102542 KOM - Companies are grouped by industry or by location. Information given 
about each company includes contact details, number of employees, nature of business, products 
and some financial information.  

 

 Waterlow Stock Exchange Yearbook 
CIC 332.6424212 STO - Contains details of companies listed on the London and Irish Stock 
Exchange and those traded in the Alternative Investment Market. It gives brief details about the 
company including, contacts within the company, subsidiaries, financial data, substantial 
shareholders and activities. 

 

 Who Owns Whom  
CIC 338.88 WHO - This directory gives details of companies and their parent or subsidiaries 

companies and the SIC codes. 
 

 
For further help, please contact: 
 

Sue Marshall 
Subject Librarian (Business & Engineering) 
Tel. 024 7688 7541  
s.marshall@coventry.ac.uk 
 

Olivia Llewellyn 
Subject Librarian (Business & Languages) 
Tel. 024 7688 5581 
o.llewellyn@coventry.ac.uk  
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Follow us:   @covunicareers   covunicareers  covunicareers.wordpress.com 
http://www.linkedin.com/pub/coventry-university-careers-student-zone/62/463/367 

 
Book an appointment to see a careers consultant and download more information sheets @ 

https://students.coventry.ac.uk/Careers/Pages/Home.aspx 
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